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SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION:

Urder existing law the purpose of the juvenile justice system is to provide
minors with care and guidance and to protect the puolic.

This bill wouid recast the purpose section to emphasize punishment, consistent
with rehabilitative objectives, as an appropriate response to delinquent con-

FISCAL EFFZCT None
PROPONENTS: (Verified by author‘s office 6/28/84)

California Parcle, Probation and Corrections Association
Department of the Youth Authority

California Chief Probation Officers

Department of Social Services

California League of Alternative Service Programs

California Judges Association

QOPONENTS:
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Friends Committee on Legislation
California Public Defenders

ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT:

Proporents arque that this bill would make clear that punishment can bz an
appropriate and effective method to rehabilitate youthful offenders, a change
that has been recommended by a recent Rand Corporation study and by the Commis-
sicin for the Revision of the Juvenile Court Law.
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Opponents srgue that the concept of punishment is contrary to the fundamental

gcal of the juvenile justice systefi--t the rehabilitatiorn of youthful offenders.

They also ctate that recognizing punichmant as an annronriate tool of the juve- !
niie court would cause further erosion of the distinction between aduli and '
juvenile proceedings. In addition, opponents assert that punitive sanctions may

not be constitutionally imposed without according minors the rights to bail and

jury trial.
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