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DIGEST

This bill would repeal the current stated purpose gcverning
California's juvenile jus.ice system and provide new purposes,
including the concept that punishment can be an appropriate and
effective method to rehabilitate youthful offenders (current law does
not recognigze punishments as a gcal of the juvenile justice system).

FISCAL EFFECT: Appropriation, No. Fiscal Commi*tee, No. Local, No.

No State costs.

COMMENTS :

Current -law, known as the Arnold-Kennick Juvenile Ccurt Law, states
the purposes of the juvenile court law. These purposes include
consideraticns for the care anéd guid..nce of the minor, the
preservation of family relationships, +the placement of the minor
outside the tamily, and the protection of the pub.ic fror the
onseguences of the minor's criminal activity,

This bll] repeals these provisions and provides new purposes for the
juvenile court law. Specifically, the bill:

1. Restates the provision: of current law emphasizing the importuncr

of preserving the minor's family ties anrd ir making provision for
removal of the minor from the family.
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ANALYSIS CONTINUED: PAGE: 2 BILL NUMBER: AB 2756

2. Provides that minors under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court
who are in need of protective services receive care and treatment

coensistent with their best interest and the best interest of the
public.

3. Provides that minors under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court

as a result of delinquent conduct shall receive care and treatment
consistent wi+th the following ccnsideration.:

a. The interest of public satety and protezticn

b. The best interest of the minor which hoids him or her
accountable for the delinguent behavior.

Cc. The appropriateness of a treatment which may include
punishment that is consistent with the rehabilitative
objectives of the juvenile c-~urt law.

4. Provides that participants in the juvenile justice system hold
themselves accountabie for its results and that they act in
coi.formity with a comprehensive set of objectives established tco
improve system performAnce in a vigorous and ongoiny manner.

5. Defines punishment to include:

a. A fine.

b. <Tommunity service.

c. Limitations imposed as a condition or probation or parole.

d. Commitment to a lccal detention or treatment facility.

e. Commitment tc the Department of Youth Authority.

6. Provides that "punishment," as used in the juvenile court law,
does not include retribution.

Purpose of This Bill

Califcrnia's juvenile justice system currently has as its goals
protection of society and rertabilitation of youthful offender.
Punishment is not recognized as a goal of the juvenile justice system.
This bill would make _“ear that punishment can be an appropriate and
effective method to rehabilitate youthful offerders. This change has
been recommended by a recent R ? Corporation study and by <*he
Commission for the Revision of the Juveniie Court Law. The author
also believes that this change reflects what participants in the
system already believe to be the case: Youthful offenders are
sentenced to the California Youth Authority or to juvenile hall or to
a county camp *9 pulish them for their criminasl activity. This is
4none because it is believed that punishment may cause youthful
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offenders to see the error of their ways and ultimately cause them to
reform., This bill seeks to recognize this reality and to put it into
law. This bill is parv of the biparctican Juvenile Justice Reform
Program of 1984,

Siailar Legislation

Both AB 2756 and AB 3724 (Nolan) seek to recognize and zuthorize the
use of punishment as a iegitimate tool to rehabilitate or resocialize

vouthfui offenders. AB 2756 defines its goal in terms of
rehabiiitation., AB 3724 uses the terms bghavicr modification and

resocialization.

AB 2756 was drafted in response to a recent Rand Corporation scudy
commissioned by the Legisiature. The Rand report recommended
recognizing use of punishment in the juvenile justice system. AB 3724
was drafted by the Commission for the Revision of the Juvenile Court
Law, which aiso recommended recognizing use of punishment. BAB 275¢&
was recently amended to adopt the definition of punishment drafted by
the Commission. That definition has been contained in AB 3724 since
its introduction.

Both bills inciude recognit.on of these goals for the Juvecnaile Court
Law: Protection of the publiec, protection of the minor,
accountability, providing for the welfare of the minor, and
recognition of the importance of the family wunit. AB 3724 declares
that the ultimate objectiver of the Juveniie Court Law are behavieor
modification and resocialization of minors within the court's
jurisdiction.

Assemblv Noes: Assexbly Members Alatorre, Bates, Floyd, Harris,

Hughes, Mcore
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